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SCHOOL CENTENNIAL COMMITTEE SEEKS IDEAS FOR BIRTHDAY PARTY

Petoskey News-Review
Thursday, November 8, 1984
Front Page

By Dianne Murray

Who’s the oldest living Petoskey High School graduate?
Which family has had the most generations graduate from Petoskey High School?
How many students have graduated from Petoskey High School?

A centennial committee is trying to find the answers to these and other questions.

Petoskey schools will mark its 100" commencement of June 6, 1985. The first graduation was held June 25,
1885. June 1985 will mark the 101 year after the first graduation, but there were no seniors in the 1885,
making this the 100" graduation class.

The centennial committee is looking for ideas to mark the occasion and is planning to promote the idea
throughout the year, rather than just at graduation.

We've brainstorming, trying to get together ideas of what fo do” for the 100" commencement celebration,
committee member Bill Todd said.

In addition, according to Todd, the group plans to collect memorabilia and artifacts of years past such as
pictures of school buildings, sports teams, various functions, yeatbooks and more. Volunteers also may be

.

needed, depending on what projects the commitiee decides to tackle, he said.

Still in the discussion stages are plans to have someone write a history of the school and to develop a logo to use
on signs, graduation diplomas and stationery letterheads.

[deas and material should be forwarded to: Centennial Committee, Spitler Administration Building, 1130
Howard St., Petoskey 49770.

Centennial committee members are Todd, William McCune, Richard Thomas, Marilyn Douma, Don Festerling,
John Scott Jr., Chris Kelbel, Bob Doctor and Laurie Smith.

The Class of 1885 was comprised of Jennie Siebert, Millie Hitchcock Gardner, Frank Howe, Flora Davis,
Martha Warne, Ella Hutchinson Wood, Fred Howe and Mary Gaumer.

There is some discrepancy in the spelling of a few of the graduates’ names when an old newspaper clipping is

compared to the names on the class photo. In the July 1, 1885, edition of the Petoskey Record, Jennie Siebert’s
last name is spelled Seibert and Hitchcock’s is spelled Hichock.
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Petoskey Schools Built First State Street Building in 1876

Petoskey High School footbali squad of 1903
{Photo courtesy of Little Traverse Regional Historical Museum}
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|* toskey School District, which is
\: marking its 100th commence-
|’ ment this year.

By WILLIAM S, McCUNE

{  Mrs. Alley’s shanty , school
1 meted out elementary educa-
| tion to Pefoskey students for
T two years, and if any of her
| harefooted urchins did not
. learn basic reading and num-
~ bers, it was not the fanlt of their
© teacher. o

> The number of students was
:- growing with the town, and by

g v

d by 1879

" Ihis Is part of a continuing
series on the history of the Pe- .

“obvious. that .

{ved a-fire In the forest -
end'ureg_i;nqme;{;ﬁ -

as grad-
it

“moral ‘suasion” or, occasion-
ally, by the “moral goad.” With
every seat taken, the total en-
rollment exceeded 100 pupils.
Petoskey was beginning to

-agsert itself. The population
had grown from 1,105 ini1877t0

2,500 in 1882. The Grand Hotel
had been built on Mackinac Is-
tand and in Pefoskey the Ar-
lington Hotel by the Bay was in

* the planning stages. - S
The city had built a water - -

system at a cost of $20,000 anda

sanitary sewage system  was.

ahout to be built. The first 28

- Bellh telephoges_ txw _
" stalled, the first long distance
_conversation had taken place in-
-the . Qitawa. language

hetween

g.gasflares

‘Yet, it wa

s- still a frdntier

‘town; ; where “gunfights were -
commion :and" lynching _often :. -
‘speeded: the:course. of justice. .-
. Perhaps” the- citizens needed
-gome highereducation. = * ° Gt
" In: July-198); the city voted.a - -

“ tax of $2,500 for a high school, - -+
and:it-was built on West Lake
- Street hetween Summit and:Ot- -

. tawa before the snow flew that .
fall. The first principal was Mr. ~
Clayton; who was soon followed: -

- pyJohnT-Ewing. 1.
: ““'Theré were two other teach-

.. " ers,- who, for -the first time;
~ graded students according -fo.
*statelaws ool
. Courges were ~offered in
95 . 7 grammar, : stenography - and
- arithmetic. -Summer courses -
- were given -in. the ‘Methodist
;- -Church auditorium on Williams
i Street. . oo T
.- - It was from this high school
“that the first class- was ga< -

*

duated 100 years ago, in 1885

" during a crowded commence-
" ment ceremony at Mitchell Hall

©_pemalties. . - -

“gn lower Mitchell Street.

Tnvigorated by the northern

- . climate, Petoskey High Scht_)ol

students began to

‘Ernest-Ohle: ortonsf'B'éj'f,f
played on the first foothall team
in 1881, It-was an informal be- |

¥ ginning, but in those days of the

flying - wedge, . when players |
‘'wore neither helmets fior shoul--

. ~..der ‘pads,’ and . were: protected

only by nose guards, it was a

-rough-'gameNo passing, few

The players kept warmin the
winter - weather by rubbing
snow on their hands, and the
toughest team usually won, -

~ “As players were better orga-

nized, year aftér year Pefoskey.
‘becamne the ‘recognized - cham-
pions in 1904, 1905, 1906, 1912,
1923, 1931 and 1935. e
William McCune; a Petoskey
physician, is a member of the
Petoskey - Schools = Centennial

 Committee.. The Iogo accompa-
", nying this article was designed

* by Shannon Weston, a senior at
- - Petoskey HighSchool. - .




Petoskey News-Review
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MEMBERS OF THE CLASS OF 1896
PETOSKEY’S 100™ CLASS GRADUATES

. CLASS OF 1985
Petoskey News-Review, Thursday, June 6, 1985, front page

'MEMBERS OF the Class of 1896:
{front row from left) Joanna Smith,
Carrie Jenhnings, lda ‘Patton and Isa-
belle Finety; {middle row) Eloise Dear-
ment, - Madge Andrus, Bertha Petis,

L

By DIANNE MURRAY

“ In 1874 Petoskey’s only public education facility
" was a hoard shanty, 18 by 20 feet, located off Eiast
: LakeStreet. )

~year and on June 25, 1885, ‘when the first group of
* seniors graduated, they walked down the aisie
" and sat on the floor of Mitchell Hall auditorium.

- After they listened to a “neat little speech,” Dr.

. Petoskey Record... - - nan s
% Petoskey High School has come a long way
_sincethen. . ) .
“"" The Class of 1085 has 182 members as compared
toskey High School building is a far ¢ry from the
:gne where Mrs. Rachel Alley presided over “a
 few harefooted urchins.” . '
- Tonight, the members of the Class of 1985, their
families, relatives and friends will gather to cele-
-brate the 100th graduating class from Petoskey
High School. L o
Ceremonies begin at 8 p.m. in the Bay View Au-
-ditorium. Delivering the cornmencement address
“will be Dr. Harlan Hatcher, president emeritus of

- “Nineteen students atiended school that first

“H.T. Calkins, school board president, conferred .
" diplomas upon the Class of "85, according to the

to eight members in that first class —and the Pe--

Ina Atkin and Martha Bauerle and
{back row) Jennie Bull, Cora Lee, Le-
wis Atkin, Jennie Cunningham and At- .
. chie Petrie. (Photo courtesy of Littie
_ Traverse Historical Society) o

Petoskey's | 00th class gradua tes

the University of Michigan. : _
A special tribute, signed by Gov. James Blan-

 chard, state Sen. Mitch Irwin and state Rep. Pat

" Gagliardi was recently passed to mark the occa-

sion. :
'In part, the tribute reads: i“petoskey High
School has excelled as a place were students come

to expand their horizons and delve into the mys-

teries that surround us in our world. How success-
fully they do this is dependent upon . their
willingness to learn, the skill of their teachers, the
effectiveness of the curriculuni;‘and the expertise
of the school administraters. LT
“These important ingredients have ‘been very
much in evidence at Petoskey High Schoot for the
past century. The efforts of many people Have
made this success a reality. They deserve not.only
our commendation, but also our: encouragement
to keep up the good work.” - LA e
Following graduation ceremonies, a dance will
he held at Petoskey Middle scheol gymnasium.
All 1985 graduates and their families, ajumni and
others in the community are welcome to attend.
The Reef Petroleum Orchestra and its big band
gound and rock group will enfertain beginning al

9:30 p.m: Admission is free.



